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1.

2.

REGULAR MEETI NG OF THE BOARD OF ZONI NG APPEALS

City Council Chanbers

300 Park Avenue

Falls Church, Virginia 22046

March 12, 2020

7: 30

CALL TO ORDER

Coul d we have a rol

ROLL CALL

RECORDI NG SECRETARY:

MR. CALABRESE: Here.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR JONES: Here.
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR M SLEH  Here.
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR. BARTLETT: Here.
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR KIEN: Here.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY:

p. m

MR. CALABRESE: W'l call the neeting of the March 12,

2020, neeting of the Board of Zoning Appeals to order.

call please.

M . Cal abrese.

M. Jones.

M. M sl eh.

M. Bartlett.

M. Kien.

Thank you.
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3. PETITIONS
MR. CALABRESE: Are there any petitions?

MR. BOYLE: No, sir.

4. OLD BUSI NESS
MR. CALABRESE: And O d Business?
(No response.)

MR. CALABRESE: No.

5. NEW BUSI NESS:

A.  Appeal application A1612-20 by Rani Doyl e,

appel lant, to appear a determ nation by the Zoning Adm ni strator

dat ed Decenber 12, 2019, and anended and corrected in a letter
dat ed Decenber 13, 2019, in response to a request for

determ nation regardi ng the subdivision application for 807
Villa Ri dge Road, RPC #53-207-048 of the Falls Church Real

Property Records, zoned R 1A, Low Density Residential.

MR CALABRESE: Well, we have two itens under New
Busi ness. The first item Appeal application A1612-20, is the
party here to present on that?

MR. BOYLE: It does not appear so, Sir.

MR. CALABRESE: Ckay.

MR. BOYLE: The appellant's attorneys were here | ast

nmont h and requested a conti nuati on.
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According to your Rules of Procedure, the Board does
not have to grant a second continuation but | think for the
record, the Board should express its intent on a few questions
and at least call the matter and we'll see how that unfol ds.

MR. CALABRESE: Just to clarify, they have requested a
second conti nuance?

MR. BOYLE: No, they have not. By attorney, she
requested a continuation |ast nonth and we have not received a
second one for this hearing and | do not see them present.

MR. CALABRESE. So, under the Rules, if they have not
requested a continuance and they're not here for their case to
be heard, what is the status under the Rules? Do we disniss the
appeal application?

MR. BOYLE: Under your Rules, you can dismss it.

Staff would request that the Board consider dismssing it with
cause or based on some procedural itenms we intend to raise.

Just in case they were to appear next nonth and ask for a
reconsi deration, | believe it mght be best if the Board went on
the record as to what -- staff is going to be making the case
that this should not be heard and | think we'd Iike that on the
record in case they do arrive next nonth and ask for a

reconsi derati on.

MR. BARTLETT: John, 1'd like to read fromthe BZA's
Rul es of Procedure, procedures regardi ng cases, 9, Failure to

Appear: The appellant or applicant and/or his or her agent does
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not appear at the schedul ed neeting, the Board shall grant one
continuance on the application or appeal. Failure to appear at
t he second schedul ed neeting may cause for the applicant or
appel lant to reapply, reading our Rules into the record.

MR. CALABRESE: So what the Rules are saying, is that
t hey woul d have to restart the process, so the case would be
di sm ssed.

What staff is asking though, is some sort of statenent
by the Board of sone of the issues that were raised, sone of the
procedural issues that were raised by the City staff.

MR. BOYLE: Yes. |In ny staff report, which you should
have, |1've listed three specific reasons why this should not be
hear d.

|f the Board would entertain those, | would appreciate
a notion on that.

If you would like to hear fromthe appellant, perhaps
just dismss it at this time in anticipation of another
appl i cation.

M5. MCCOSKRIE: |'mjust going to note a couple of
things. First of all, this kind of appeal has to be filed
wi thin 30 days of the action that was in determnation. So |
think if it were dismssed, | think they wouldn't have the
ability to reappeal because they wouldn't be within their 30

days.
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And it's also -- there is a presunption of correctness
for the Zoning Adm nistrator's decision and so w thout any
evi dence to overturn that presunption of correctness, you could
make a fairly sinple decision

MR. CALABRESE: | woul d suggest, and ask others for
their opinion, just to sinply dismss the appeal at this point.

MR. MSLEH:. | agree with that position.

MR. CALABRESE: Any other comments fromstaff or the
City Attorney about that approach?

MR. BOYLE: No, sir.

MR. CALABRESE: So | would entertain a notion for
di sm ssal or ask for a notion on the dism ssal.

MR MSLEH | nove to dism ss Appeal application
A1612-20 for failure to appear by the applicant.

MR CALABRESE: |Is there a second?

MR KIEN: 1'll second that.

MR. CALABRESE: Any further discussion?

(No response.)

MR. CALABRESE: |If you could call the vote please.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Cal abrese.

MR. CALABRESE: Yes.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Jones.

MR JONES: Yes.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. M sl eh.

MR. M SLEH: Yes.
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RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Bartlett.
MR. BARTLETT: Yes.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Kien.

MR KIEN: Yes.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY: Thank you.

B. Variance application V1613-20 by Margaret L. Schwart z,
applicant and owner, for a variance to section 48-238(3)a, to
allow rear yard setback of 36 feet instead of 40 feet, for the
pur pose of constructing a 1-story addition on prem ses known as
313 Lincoln Avenue, RPC #51-116-031 of the Falls Church Real

Property Records, zoned R- 1A, Low Density Residential.

MR CALABRESE: So the second itemis Variance
application V1613- 20.

Are the parties here for that matter?

MR. BOYLE: M. Chair, after posting this on the
agenda for the BZA, it cane to staff's attention that this was a
historic property and we're obligated to send that to the
Hi storic Architectural Advisory Board for a recommendation to
t hi s Board.

The applicant's aware of that so now they' re schedul ed
before that Board and they'll return next nonth to the BZA

MR CALABRESE: So there's no action for us to take

here?
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MR. BOYLE: Correct.

c. ELECTION OF OFFI CERS

MR. CALABRESE: GCkay. The only other matter it |ooks
i ke we have is the election of officers.

| think I finished ny second termas chair so we would
be | ooking for someone who's interested in chairman and | guess
we el ect the vice-chairman as well, is that correct?

MR. BOYLE: Yes, sir. And secretary.

MR. CALABRESE. GCkay. And secretary.

So we'll open it up for anyone who's interested in any
of those positions for election for the next term

Let's start with the secretary position. |Is there any
interest in soneone serving in that position?

MR. BOYLE: | would nom nate Akida Rouzi

MR, CALABRESE: OCh, it's staff.

M5. ROUZI: | don't think I have an option.

MR. CALABRESE: So we have a slate for the secretary
position. Are there any other nom nations for secretary,
sel f-nom nati ons?

W would like to tal k about the vice-chair and the
chai rmanship position. So | would open that up for anyone who
is interested.

MR. BOYLE: Either self-nomnate or | think we've al so

entertai ned nom nations fromthe Board for others.
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MR. BARTLETT: 1'Il self-nom nate nyself, Keith

Bartlett, as vice-chairman of the Board of Zoning Appeals. W

have a couple others who are nore senior than I amon the Board

and it would be wonderful if one of themwould step up as well.

MR. CALABRESE: Any other nom nations, anyone woul d

like to nom nate, self-nonm nate or otherw se nom nate for

vi ce-chair?

MR MSLEH M. Cal abrese, would you consi der serving

as chair?

MR CALABRESE: | would if others would |ike but |

woul d open it up if sonmeone who wi shes who hasn't had the

opportunity.

MR MSLEH | think we've enjoyed your |eadership in

the past. |If you' d consider doing it, I'd Iike to nom nate you.

MR. CALABRESE: Thank you.
Any ot her nom nations for chair?
(No response.)

MR. CALABRESE: |Is that possible? Is it possible for

me to do that?

MR JONES: We could anmend the draft rules.
MR. BOYLE: Keith, could you read fromthe Rules.

MR. BARTLETT: Sure. The Board shall organi ze and

el ect a chairman and vice-chairman fromanong its regul ar

nmenbers annually at the first nmeeting in the nonth of January.

It will

be advertised in the public notice and the general
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forum The candidate receiving the majority vote shall be
decl ared el ected and the new chairman shall take office

i mredi ately and serve for one year and no nore than two
consecutive terns, after which tinme she/he would be restrained
fromservice as chairman for at |east a year

MR. CALABRESE: Ckay. Well, | appreciate ny
col | eagues’ support and confidence in nme but perhaps if there's
soneone el se who would like to self-nomnate or if you have
anot her suggesti on.

MR JONES: | think M. Msleh would be an excell ent
chair, having worked al ongside himfor over a year now, | think
he woul d nake an excel | ent chairperson.

MR MSLEH  You got to the mc before | did.

And I'd Iike to nom nate M. Jones. For all the sane
reasons.

MR. CALABRESE: Any other nom nations?

MR. BOYLE: We'Il have to call for a vote.

MR MSLEH Well, | would say, M. Jones, your grasp
of the lawis very helpful in this matter and ne being one of
the only non-lawers on this bench, | would appreciate it if you
woul d take that |ead.

MR JONES: (Ckay.

MR. BARTLETT: | have great confidence in you, M.

Jones.



224
MR. CALABRESE: Do we still have two candi dates or do

225 '
we have one candi dat e?
226
MR. BOYLE: Sounds |ike we have one and we need a roll
227
call vote.
228 . .
MR, CALABRESE: So the first one we'll do is the
229
nom nation of M. Bartlett for vice-chairnan.
230
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Cal abrese.
231
MR. CALABRESE: Yes.
232
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Jones.
233
MR, JONES: Yes.
234
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. M sl eh.
235
MR. M SLEH: Yes.
236
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Bartlett.
237
MR. BARTLETT: Yes.
238
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Kien.
239
MR. KIEN: Yes.
240
241 ) ) )
MR. CALABRESE: And the second is the nom nati on of
242
M. Jones for the chairmanship position.
243
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Cal abrese.
244
MR. CALABRESE: Yes.
245
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Jones.
246
MR, JONES: Yes.
247
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. M sl eh.
248

MR. M SLEH: Yes.



249
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Bartlett.

250
MR. BARTLETT: Yes.
251
RECORDI NG SECRETARY: M. Kien.
252
MR. KIEN: Yes.
253
254 .
MR. CALABRESE: Ckay. | don't think we need to have a
255 .
vote. |t was unani nous.
256 . :
Good. Congratulations to the new | eadership. Look
257
forward to working under, serving under you
258
MR JONES: | would like to recognize ny col |l eagues.
259
They're very, very helpful and | appreciate their confidence.
260
261
6. APPROVAL OF M NUTES
262
a. Approval of the February 13, 2020, Meeting M nutes
263
MR. CALABRESE: It |ooks like the only other item we
264
have is the approval of the m nutes.
265
So let's review February 13th.
266 .
(M nutes reviewed.)
267 .
MR. CALABRESE: One point of process, M. Boyle. 1Is
268
M. Jones now officially the chair? Should we switch the
269 - . .
chairing of this neeting?
270
MR. BOYLE: Yes, that's correct. That's how we've
271
handled it in the past. |[If you'll hand over the gavel in
272 . . .
m d-revi ew of the m nutes.
273

MR CALABRESE: |'Ill do that.
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MR, JONES:

Looks |i ke everybody has had the

opportunity to review the neeting m nutes of the Board of Zoning

Appeal s of February 13, 2020.
m nut es?

MR KIEN: So not ed.
MR. M SLEH:. Second.
MR. CALABRESE:
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR. CALABRESE: |'11|
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR JONES: Yes.
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR M SLEH  Yes.
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR BARTLETT: Yes.
RECORDI NG SECRETARY:
MR KIEN:  Yes.

RECORDI NG SECRETARY:

7. OTHER BUSI NESS
MR JONES: M.

MR BOYLE: |

note the passing of past BZA Chair

served on this Board for over twenty years,

career here.

Can we have a roll

Boyl e,

would i ke to recal

|s there a notion to approve the

call please again.

M . Cal abrese.

abstain since | was absent.
M. Jones.
M. Msleh.

M. Bartlett.

M. Kien.

Thank you.

do we have any O her Busi ness?
for the Board and
Howar d St oodl ey who | think

virtually ny entire
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| respected M. Stoodley greatly. He had a wonderf ul
career in the Navy as a pilot and in reading his obituary in the
paper, he acconplished many altitude and speed records in
aircraft that weren't designed to go high or fast or
propel | er-driven.

And he was noted for being very pronpt with the
starting of the m nutes because he set his watch by the Naval
(bservatory. And he wouldn't watch the clock in Counci
chanbers, he would start the neeting by his watch. And hol ds
the record for the quickest neeting which | think was 12 m nutes
and was very proud of that.

He was a trenmendous person and served our country very
well and | know he'll be missed. | mss him

So for the record, just note the passing of forner
chair, Captain Howard Stoodl ey.

And that's all the business for this evening.

8. ADJOURNMENT
MR. JONES: Thank you.
And that concludes the March 12, 2020, neeting of the

Board of Zoni ng Appeal s.





