
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS NOTICE 

POSTED: 5/21/2020 

The City of Falls Church is committed to the letter and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

To request a reasonable accommodation for any type of disability, call (703) 248-5491, (TTY 711). 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DRAFT AUGUST MINUTES 

Virtual Meeting – https://meet.lync.com/fallschurch-fallschurchva/vweiner/C5V5PW4S?sl=1 

Tuesday, August 4th, 2020 - 7:00 PM 
                                            

NOTICE: The meeting for which this agenda has been posted will be held pursuant to and in 

compliance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, Section 2.2-3708.2 and state and 

local legislation adopted to allow for continued government operation during the COVID-19 

declared emergency. 

 

All participating members of the Economic Development Authority will be present at this 

meeting through electronic means. All members of the public may view the meeting via this 

Skype meeting link https://meet.lync.com/fallschurch-fallschurchva/vweiner/C5V5PW4S?sl=1  

 

Public comment should be submitted to vweiner@fallschurchva.gov until 8:00 p.m. on August 

3rd, 2020. All comments will be provided to the EDA members and comments received by the 

deadline will be summarized during the meeting. 

 

PLEASE ALSO NOTE: This meeting will be conducted via Skype. If you do not already use 

Skype, you will be prompted to install it when clicking the meeting link, so please take some 

time ahead of the meeting to do so. If needed, there are short instructions to install the app 

following the meeting agenda. Please email EDA Clerk Val Weiner at 

vweiner@fallschurchva.gov prior to the meeting if you need assistance with installation. During 

the meeting, staff will not be available to assist with installation.   
 

1. Call to order at 7:04  
 

Roll Call:  
EDA Board Members Present: Chairman Bob Young, Jim Coyle, Erin Messner, Vice Chair Erik 

Pelton, Edward Saltzberg  

EDA Members Absent: Brian Williams, Mike Novotny  

City Staff Present: Becky Witsman, Val Weiner, Jim Snyder 

Public Attendees: Letty Hardi, Tim Stevens, Russ Wodiska, Nick Benton, Phil Duncan  

 

2. Approval of July 7, 2020 EDA meeting Minutes 

a. Jim Coyle motioned to approve the July 7, 2020 minutes, seconded by Ed 

Saltzberg. Unanimous approval.  

3. Update on CARES Act Reimbursement  

a. EDO staff updated EDA on the status of CARES Act funding allocations, to be 

voted on by Council Monday, August 10th. The $248,000 EDA spent on COVID-

19 emergency small business grants is likely to be refunded using the CARES Act 
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funding. EDA moved to wait to decide how to use this refund, considering that a 

resurgence of COVID may occur in the fall/winter and may further impact 

restaurants and small businesses.   

b. Council member Letty Hardi suggested EDO staff provide data on business 

revenues, sales, and meals taxes to show EDA the actual status of the City’s small 

businesses. Staff agreed to look into providing this information.    

4. Emergency Business Supply Fund Committee Update (Erik Pelton) 

a. Status of work items 

i. 15 ‘Safe Little City’ lamppost banners were ordered, received and are 

being installed.  More may be ordered if they are well received. 

ii. ‘Reopening Posters’ for small businesses, because the first 350 posters 

were received very well. They were distributed quickly by the Police, 

EDA members, and City Council members.  

iii. Enlarged and outdoor/heavier versions of the ‘Reopening Posters’ will be 

ordered and installed on sandwich boards around the City. These sandwich 

boards also include general guidelines on COVID-19 safety. 

iv. 3 outdoor public hand sanitizer stations have been installed; subject to 

funding availability, staff will order 7 additional stations to be distributed 

more broadly throughout the City. The stations will have ‘Safe Little City’ 

logos as well. The EDA noted the stations are well used and received by 

the City.  

v. The committee is coordinating with City staff to create a business email 

list to disseminate information about COVID-19 safe practices, as well as 

the work the EDA has been doing.  

vi. The committee will also write an opinion piece about all of the work the 

EDA has been doing, possibly for the newspaper.  

b. Update on GMHS Photoshoot 

i. Naomi Goodwin organized a check hand-off between a GMHS student, a 

BB Skincare business owner, and EDA chair Bob Young as a thank you to 

the high school for their contribution to the EDA emergency business 

grants.  

 

5. Approval of West Falls Church Project Letter to Council  

a. Jim Coyle motioned to approve sending the DRAFT letter to Council, seconded 

by Ed Saltzberg. Unanimous approval.  

 

6. Parking Project Work Item Update (Ed Saltzberg) 

a. EDA approved sending the letter of transmission of the Walker Consultant Study 

to Council.  

b. Ed Saltzberg discussed the status of parking work items that came out of the 

Walker Consultant study.  

c. EDA would like staff to pursue pick-up/drop-off spots along Broad St. (possibly 

including a pilot test), and possible pursuing shared parking with a location on 

Park Avenue.   

d. Ed Saltzberg will continue to work with staff on these work items, including 

possibly going back to Walker Consultants to study the feasibility of pick-up 

spots.  



 

e. Jim Coyle motioned to approve up to $10,000 for an addendum to the parking 

study project to look into curbside management on both sides of Broad St. Ed 

Saltzberg seconded. Unanimous approval.   

f. City Council member Letty Hardi asked EDA to wait to send the letter of 

transmission until Monday August 10th. EDA and EDO staff agreed.  

 

7. Vote on Wayfinding signage extra costs for site identification signs 

a. Jim Coyle moved to approve the $2,500 for construction documents for the site 

identification sign with the ‘Little City’ logo. Seconded by Erin Messner. 

Unanimous approval.  

8. Other Business 

a. City Council member Phil Duncan asked when EDA should expect to see a new 

Insight proposal. City Staff expects to get a new submission within the next week 

and will share with the EDA.  

b. Jim Snyder provided an update on building inspections and staff shortages to 

EDA members.  

9. Adjourned at 8:30 pm  

 

 


