
Diane Morse – chair

Ron Anzalone

Irene Chambers

Barbara Cram

Rory Dippold

Brad Gernand

Nikki Graves

Gloria Guba

Ed Henderson

Bette Marchant

Kara Osmonson

Dave Snyder

Ric Terman

Keith Thurston

John Tuohy

The Civil War Trail Markers funded by:

The Falls Church

The Falls Church Economic Development Authority

The Friends of Cherry Hill

The Galloway Methodist Church

The Tinner Hill Heritage Foundation

The Victorian Society at Falls Church

The Village Preservation and Improvement Society

The Galloway Methodist Church

Virginia Tourism Council/Civil War Trails Grant

1. CHERRY HILL FARM—Falls Church Homefront
2. LIVING IN FEAR—Mosby’s Falls Church Raid
3. GALLOWAY METHODIST CHURCH—Historic African American Cemetery
4. HARRIET AND GEORGE BRICE—Seizing Freedom and Facing Challenges
5. THE FALLS CHURCH—Vandalism and Renewal
6. THE VILLAGE OF FALLS CHURCH—Between the Armies
7. TAYLOR’S TAVERN—Professor Lowe’s Balloons
Locations of surviving Civil War houses (First 5 are on or within 2 blocks of E. Broad Street.)
Ives House, Civil War residence of George Ives, 1855. 209 E. Broad Street
“Home Hill,” Civil War residence of John Bartlett, 1854 (and 1861 headquarters

of General James Longstreet, Army
of Northern Virginia, CSA), 203 Lawton Street
Crump House, Civil War residence of Lewis Crump, 1854, 300 E. Broad Street
Ives House, Civil War residence of Reuben Ives, ca. 1864, 302 E. Broad Street
Birch House, Civil War residence of Joseph Birch, ca. 1849, 312 E. Broad Street, NRHP*
“Mt. Hope,” Civil War residence of Amzi Coe (smaller frame portion ca. 1830, rest 1870), 203 Oak Street, NRHP*
´)DOFRQ·V1HVWµ&LYLO:DUUHVLGHQFH PRGLÀHG /DQLHU3ODFH
“Cloverdale,” Civil War residence of Williston Clover, 1851, 205 Park Ave. (moved from original location on W. Broad
Street)
Erwin House, Civil War residence of Walter Erwin, 1852, 400 Great Falls Street
Rees House, Civil War residence, 1852, 120 Rees Place
Birch House, Civil War residence of Almond Birch, 1862, 209 Midvale Street
*  Listed  on  National  Register  of  Historic  Places

This publication is funded by a grant from the City
of Falls Church through the Little City C.A.T.C.H.
Foundation, Inc. (City of Arts, Theatre, Culture and
History)

It Happened Here!
Falls Church, VA

The Falls Church Civil War
150th Anniversary Committee

The Civil War and 1860s Falls Church
ȱȱĞȱȱǰȱȱȱȱ ȱŞȱ
ȱȱǰȱǯǯȱ¢ǰȱ¢ȱǰȱ
ǰȱȱȱǰȱȱȱǰȱȱȱ-‐‑
fects  of  the  war.  [Falls Church Between the Armies]

Arrival of the First and Second Connecticut Regiments at the Village of Falls Church near
Vienna, VA, on Wednesday Morning, June 19th—Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper,
June 29, 1861

Falls Church in the Civil War—
It Happened Here

From   1861   to   1865,   this   small   Northern   Virginia  
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ -‐‑
tion’s  struggle.  Many  residents  had  originally  come  
ȱȱǯȱȱ¢ȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱ ȱȱȱĴȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱǰȱȱȱŗŖŖȱȱǰȱȱ
probably  more,  toiled  for  Falls  Church  citizens  as  la-‐‑
borers  or  household  help.  There  were  also  free  Afri-‐‑
ȱȱȱȱȱǰȱȱǰȱ
some  laborers.

ȃȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȱȬȱĴȱ
of  Falls  Church.  Add  two  miserable  churches  to  that  of  
¢ȱǽ ȱǾǰȱȱȱȱȱȱęĞ¢ȱ¢ȱ -‐‑
out  repair,  and  you  have  a  picture  of  the  village  of  Falls  
Church.”—Union  army  soldier,  December  1861

Falls Church Was . . .
A  community  of  northern  emigrants  and  long-‐‑
time  Virginians,  black  and  white,  embroiled  in  
ȱĚȱȱȱȱǰȱǰȱȱ
families.

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱęȱ¢ȱ-‐‑
ȱȱȱȱȱ ȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱĞȱǯ

What You Can See Today. . .
¡ȱȱȱȱȱmarkers  in  Falls  
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ¢ǯȱȱȱȱȱȱȮ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱǯȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱǯ

The Village of Falls Church, VA - Arrival of the Second U. S. Cavalry, Company B, Lieutenant Tompkins,
on Wednesday Morning, June 19th—Frank Leslie’s Illustrated News, June 29, 1861

Dear  YANKEES:
Having  been  resident  denizens  of  Falls  Church  for  some  
time,  we  today  reluctantly  evacuate,  not  because  you  in-‐‑
timidate  by  your  presence,  but  only  in  obedience  to  mili-‐‑
tary  dictation.
ȱȱ¢ȱȱęȱȱȱǰȱȱȱ ȱ¢ǰȱȱȱ
nights  are  now  uncomfortable  on  account  of  their  chilling  
Ěǯȱǯȱ ǯȱǯȱĴ¢ǰȱȱȱȱǰȱ
but  a  “Secesh”  in  the  rebel  army,  joins  compliments  with  
me  upon  this  propitious  occasion.    
 ǰȱȱ¢ȱǰȱŗŝȱǯȱǯȱǯ

An  interracial  Home  Guard  of  local  citizens  helped  
ȱ ȱȱȱȱǯȱ¢ȱȱȱ
hospitals  were  set  up  throughout  Falls  Church  and  
¢ǰȱ ȱ ¢ȱ ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
Church  itself,  were  used  for  sick  and  wounded  sol-‐‑
diers,  as  stables,  or  other  uses.  [The Falls Church]

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
than  ten  miles  from  the  U.S.  capital  city  that  sat  
between  two  opposing  armies  for  much  of  the  
ȱȱȱ ȱȱ¢ȱȱȱȱ-‐‑
ferent  times.
A  peaceful  place  built  around  a  brick  church  
ȱȱȱ¢ȱȱȱȱ
ȱȱ¢ȱ¢ȱȱȱĞȱ
hospital  wards.

The   Confederates   occupied   Falls   Church  
for   a   brief   period   during   the   summer   of  
1861.  Army  units  of  both  North  and  South  
passed  through  Falls  Church  on  their  way  
ȱ Ĵęǰȱ ȱ ȱ ǻȱ
Run),   and   the   railroad   that   had   opened  
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ŗŞśşȮŗŞŜŖȱ ȱ
to   suspend   operations.   The   turnpike   to  
Alexandria   and   the   road   south   to   Fairfax  
Courthouse  were  used  for  Army  supplies  
ȱǯȱĞȱȱȱȱŗŞŜŗǰȱ-‐‑
ȱ ȱ Ğȱ ȱ ǰȱ ȱ ȱ
Union  Army  occupied  the  area  for  the  rest  
ȱȱ ǯȱȱȱĴȱȱȱȱ-‐‑
ȱŗŞŜŗǰȱȱĞȱȱǱ

Falls Church, Virginia, the Advanced Post of Our Army on the Potomac—Harper’s
Weekly, August 3, 1861

ȱ ȱ ȱ ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ǯȱ
 ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱȱ¢ǯȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ¢ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ęȱ ěȱ
when  Union  troops  took  action.
The   war   that   began   in   May   1861   lasted   for   nearly  
ȱ¢ǯȱȱȱ ȱȱȱĴȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱǰȱȱȱ ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱǰȱǯǯǰȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱ¢ȱȱ ȱȱ ȱȱ
Corners  and  Bailey’s  Crossroads.  [Taylor’s Tavern]

For  those  who  stayed  here,  it  was  hard  to  get  a  lot  of  
things,   and   prices   were   high.   Mail   and   news   were  
sporadic.   Schools   and   churches   closed.   Many   of  
ȱȱȱȱĞȱȱȱȱȱȱ
in   either   the   North   or   the   South,   or   sent   their   chil-‐‑
dren   away.   Some   families   or   adults   stayed   because  
they  had  no  place  else  to  go  or  because  they  wanted  
to  protect  their  property.  [Cherry Hill Farm]  
ȱ ȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱęȱ
ȱęǯȱȱȱȱȱǰȱǰȱȱ
ȱ ǻȱ ę Ǽǯȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ŗŞŜśȱ ȱ
were   reporting   losses   of   crops   due   to   soldier   en-‐‑
campments.  [Harriet and George Brice]
Raids  or  skirmishes  between  Union  troops  and  Con-‐‑
federate  partisans  in  and  around  Falls  Church  were  
¢ȱǰȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ

ȱ ȱȱǻȱȱ ȱȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱ Ǽǰȱ¢ȱ¢Ȃȱȱ
Rangers.  [Living in Fear]
¢ȱȱȱȱȱ ǰȱȱȱȱ-‐‑
ing  countryside  had  been  transformed.  Churches  
and  homes  had  been  destroyed  and  the  social  
fabric  of  the  community  had  changed.  Yet  farm-‐‑
ȱȱȱȱǰȱȱȱĞȱȱ ȱ
the  nation’s  expanding  capital  increased  demand  
for  produce  and  commerce.  For  those  who  had  
ěȱȱ¢ǰȱȱǰȱȱ
¢ȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱ
became  successful  farmers  and  landowners  in  
Falls  Church.  [Galloway Methodist Church]  
¢ȱŗŞŝśǰȱȱȱ ȱĜ¢ȱȱ
and  repopulated  that  it  could  be  incorporated  
and  granted  a  town  charter.

Balloon Ascension. Prof.
Thaddeus Lowe Observing
the Battle of Seven Pines or
Fair Oaks from his Balloon
“Intrepid,” June 1, 1862—
Library of Congress

Learn more about
Thaddeus Lowe’s
balloons at Civil War
Trail Marker 7:
Taylor’s Tavern

