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Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, January 13, 2021  7:00 PM
Virtual Meeting: www.fallschurchva.gov/CACT
NOTICE: This meeting will be held pursuant to and in compliance with the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act, Section 2.2-3708.2 and state and local legislation adopted to allow for continued
government operation during the COVID-19 declared emergency. All participating members will be
present at this meeting through electronic means. All members of the public may view this electronic
meeting via the meeting link listed above and in the City’s website calendar.
Public comments may be submitted to jsikes@fallschurchva.gov until 6:30 PM on January 13. All
comments will be provided to the Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation members and
comments received by the deadline will be read during the meeting.
PLEASE NOTE: This meeting will be conducted using Microsoft Teams. Don't have the Teams
app? You can still join a Teams meeting. See the instructions attached to this meeting agenda.
Please email jsikes@fallschurchva.gov if you need assistance with installation. During the meeting,
staff will likely not be available to assist with installation.
1. Call to Order
2. Reading of Virtual Meeting Notice
3. Roll Call
4. Public Comment
5. Information Item: Crash Data 2017-2019
6. Information Item: CACT 2021 Tracking Sheet
7. Discussion Item: CACT Annual Report to Council
8. Discussion Item: Planning for Joint Meeting with the ESC on February 18
9. Discussion Item: Draft Recommendations for Racial and Socio-Economic Equity
10. Information Item: Committee/Staff Updates
11. Information Item: NTC Updates
12. Attachments:
a. Greening Lincoln Ave
b. “Phone down- It’s the law”
c. CACT Meeting Schedule for 2021
Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation Staff liaison: Jeff Sikes, 703-248-5092,
jsikes@fallschurchva.gov

Instructions for joining a Microsoft Teams meeting:
Click here to watch a video with instructions for joining a Teams meeting
The City of Falls Church is committed to the letter and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
To request a reasonable accommodation for any type of disability, call 703-248--[number]TTY711.

Join a Teams meeting on a phone or tablet
1. Click the meeting link provided.
2. Download the Teams app for your device when prompted:


Type in your name.



Choose the audio and video settings you want.

3. Select Join now.
4. Depending on meeting settings, you'll get in right away, or go to a lobby where someone in
the meeting can admit you.

Join a Teams meeting on the web or through a web browser on a phone or tablet
Don't have the Teams app? You can still join a Teams meeting.
1. Click or copy and paste the meeting link provided.
2. You have two choices:


Download the Windows app: Download the Teams app.



Join on the web instead: Join a Teams meeting on the web.

3. Type in your name.
4. Choose the audio and video settings you want.
5. Select Join now.
6. Depending on meeting settings, you'll get in right away, or go to a lobby where someone in
the meeting can admit you.

City of Falls Church
Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation
TO:

Mayor Tarter and Members of City Council

FROM:

Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation

SUBJECT:

Falls Church Motor Vehicle Crash Data 2017-2019

DATE:

January xx, 2021

______________________________________________________________________________

The CACT conducted a study of motor vehicle crashes in the City from 2017 to 2019 using the
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles Traffic Records Electronic Data System (TREDS):
https://www.treds.virginia.gov/Mapping/Map/CrashesByJurisdiction.
The committee’s objectives are to inform Council and to encourage staff responsible for the
planning, construction, and safety of City streets to determine whether conditions at high crash
locations can be modified to reduce or eliminate motor vehicle accidents.

The intersections with the highest number of crashes were:
Primary Street & Intersecting Street
1
2
3
4

5
6

Broad St & West St
Washington St & Broad St
Broad St & Cherry St
Washington St & Columbia St
Broad St & Maple Ave
Broad St & Pennsylvania Ave
Roosevelt Blvd & Wilson Blvd
Washington St & Annandale Rd
Broad St & Oak St
Broad St & Spring St
Broad St & Little Falls St
Washington St & Jefferson St

2017
6
3
0
3
4
2
1
4
2
2
0
4

2018
4
5
5
6
3
4
2
1
3
0
2
0

2019
6
3
6
1
0
1
4
2
1
4
3
1

Total
16
11
11
10
7
7
7
7
6
6
5
5

For all but one of the highest crash intersections, the primary street was Broad or Washington.

The City’s heavily trafficked streets had the highest number of crashes:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

2017
53
25
8
8
2
1
4
2
3
3

Broad St
Washington St
Hillwood Ave
Wilson Blvd
Roosevelt Blvd
Annandale Rd
Maple Ave
Great Falls St
West St
Park Ave

2018
46
33
3
5
3
5
4
5
4
3

2019
44
21
7
5
8
6
4
2
2
2

Total
143
79
18
18
13
12
12
9
9
8

Here are basic statistics on the City’s reportable crashes:

Total Crashes
Fatalities
Crashes with Injuries
Total Injuries
Pedestrian Involved
Bicycle Involved

2017
121
0
94
177
6
5

2018
130
0
98
154
6
7

2019
121
0
89
150
4
4

Total
372
0
281
481
16
16

TREDS has much more data. The publicly accessible version has 28 data elements for each
crash, and even more data is accessible to law enforcement officials.
TREDS data is entered by the Police Department on “reportable” crashes. A reportable crash is
a “motor vehicle accident resulting in injury to or death of any person or total property damage
to an apparent extent of $1,500 or more” (Virginia Code 46.2-373).
Captain Rau of the Police Department met with the CACT and assisted the committee in
interpreting the data and distinguishing between reportable and non-reportable crashes. The
Police Department records and locally maintains less extensive information on non-reportable
crashes, which far exceed the number of reportable crashes. For example, in 2019, Falls Church
had 121 reportable crashes and 332 non-reportable crashes.
Complete TREDS data for 2020 was not available at the time this report was prepared.
However, because of the reduction in motor vehicle use during the pandemic, the committee
believes 2017-2019 data is a more accurate representation of City crash statistics.

Status of 2020 CACT Action Items
Updated: December 9, 2020
March – June Meetings canceled because of the COVID emergency.
Action Item
Refine the Neighborhood
Traffic Calming Program:
Continue review of the NTC
Program and examination of
alternatives to speed the delivery
of effective and cost-efficient
solutions.

Responsibility
Staff
All CACT

Source: Continuing

Neighborhood Pace Car
Program
Source: 2014 Annual Report

Staff
Andrea
Dave
Shaun

Status
2019 *
Oct 9 – Jeff presented City Manager’s report to Council on
transportation projects and goals for advancing the NTC
Program. Invited ideas from CACT members.
Nov 14 – Jeff distributed draft proposing:
-Use of currently available $636K grant for:
---Construction of Annandale/Gundry with completion in
Jan 20
---Construction of Great Falls/Little Falls
-Use of $632K grant for bundle of Greenway Downs streets
intersecting Rt. 29
-Use of approx. $200K from Jan 2020 budget amendment
for NTC queue streets: N. Oak, Noland, Jefferson, S. West,
Lincoln, S. Lee
Nov 21 – CACT letter to Council recommending use of
surplus budget funds for traffic calming.
2020
Feb 12- Council approved $400,000 for traffic calming.
Jul 21 – Jeff advised that $350,000 has been put on hold
until Council determines financial impact of the COVID
emergency.
Oct 14 – Jeff reported that Council had voted to release the
$350,000, most of which will be used for the Great
Falls/Little Falls project.
Nov 12 – Jeff reported that $48,000 was recently received
from 301 W. Broad Street voluntary concessions.
2019 *
Feb 13 – Jeff advised that since VPIS is funding materials,
CACT can arrange printing and distribution without staff
involvement.
Andrea to determine next steps.
Oct 9 – Dave and Shaun volunteered to help complete
project.
Nov 14 – Andrea reported she and Shaun received an
estimate of $2K to print pamphlet and stickers. Plan to
reformat pamphlet and order magnets at $1 each.
Dec 11 – CACT commented on revised pamphlet, online
pledge form, and sticker design. Andrea will make changes,
and attempt to get sample stickers and magnets for
committee review.
2020
Feb 12 – Andrea distributed revised brochure for review.
Sticker/magnet design should be ready in March.
Jul 21 – Further action deferred until COVID emergency
subsides.

Action Item
Tactical Urbanism: Research
projects in other jurisdictions for
potential application to the City.

Responsibility
Paul

Source: 2019 Annual Report
Walking and Biking Access to
MEH and GMHS campus:
Explore immediate options for
safer routes

Andrea
Doug

Source:
2019 Annual Report
Nov 16, 2019 letter from the
FCPS Health and Wellness
Committee asking that the
Superintendent and City Manager
work together to establish safer
walking and biking routes to MEH
and GMHS.
Meet with Rec & Parks
Advisory Board to discuss
hosting an Open Streets event.
Source: 2019 Annual Report
Meet with Environmental
Sustainability Council to
discuss ways to improve
walking and biking.

Source: 2019 Annual Report

2020
Nov 4 - Paul prepared draft memo from CACT to Council on
Tactical Urbanism and Traffic Calming.
Nov 12 – The CACT discussed the memo and voted to
submit it to Council.
Dec 9 – Jeff said the memo is awaiting a cover letter from
the Manager before forwarding to Council.
2020
Feb 12 – The CACT approved Doug’s and Andrea’s draft
memo to Council supporting the Health and Welfare
Committee letter and offering CACT assistance.
Jul 21 – Further action deferred until COVID emergency
subsides.

Andrea

Jul 21 – Further action deferred until COVID emergency
subsides.

Andrea

2020
Feb 12 – Discussed ESC request for meeting with CACT and
possible elements of public meeting on what can be done to
encourage biking. CACT/ESC meeting scheduled for March
11.
Jul 21 – Further action deferred during COVID emergency.
Dec 9 – Andrea will contact the ESC Chair and propose a
Feb 2021 joint meeting.
2020
Feb 12 – Paul compiled 2018 Crash Report from online
VDOT data. Spoke with Police Captain Rau who expressed
willingness to assist if we identify objectives and data
elements that interest us. Paul will prepare list of desired
data elements for March meeting. When refined, these will
be submitted to Police for discussion at a future CACT
meeting.
Jul 21 – Further action deferred until COVID emergency
subsides.
Oct 8 – Paul compiled 2019 Crash Report and suggested
objective and data elements for CACT discussion.
Oct 14 – The CACT agreed on a draft objective and data
elements. Paul will contact Captain Rau and invite him to
the Dec meeting.
Oct 20, Nov 3 – Paul sent email to Captain Rau requesting
Police rep attend Dec 9 CACT meeting.

Source: 2019 Annual Report
Meet with Police Department
to discuss availability of crash
data.

Status

Paul

2

Action Item

Work with staff to develop a
Neighborhood Sidewalk
Program.
Source: 2019 Annual Report

Responsibility

Andrea
Dave

Status
Nov 12 – Paul reported a conversation with Capt. Rau who
will produce a report of 2019 “non-(DMV)-reportable”
crashes. Capt. Rau or another Police Dept. rep will attend
the Dec 9 CACT meeting to discuss crash data and answer
CACT questions. Paul will submit a list of questions in
advance of the meeting.
Dec 9 – Capt. Rao attended the CACT meeting and discussed
Police crash reporting practices and trends. He also
provided a report of 2019 non-(DMV)reportable crashes.
Paul will prepare a draft memo to Council comparing DMV
reportable crashes for 2017, 2018, and 2019. Bill offered to
assist.
Oct 14 – The CACT discussed the sidewalk policies of
neighboring jurisdictions, copies of which were provided
by Andrea. Andrea and Dave will collaborate on guiding
principles for discussion at the Dec CACT meeting.
Dec 9 – Andrea and Dave presented a statement of guiding
principles as a draft memo to Council. The memo was
discussed by the CACT and additions were suggested.
The memo will be discussed again at the Jan 2021 meeting.

*Pre-2019 history of these items is in the January 15, 2020 report.
Ideas




Family Cycling Event: Host an event like Kidical Mass Rides.
Bike Rodeo / TOPS Event
Volksmarch / Scavenger Hunt: Plan walking event using the City’s greenways.
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DATE: January 13, 2021
TO:

Mayor Tarter and Members of City Council

FROM: Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation (CACT)
SUBJECT: CACT 2020 Annual Report
This report summarizes the calendar year 2020 activities of the Citizens Advisory Committee on
Transportation (CACT) and its priorities for 2021. Members of the CACT include
Andrea Caumont (Chair), Dave Gustafson (Vice-Chair), Paul Baldino, Addison
Heard, Bill Ackerman, Doug Devereaux, and Shaun Dakin. Note: Chair Caumont is stepping
down from the CACT to join the Planning Commission. The CACT is supported by
Transportation Planner Jeff Sikes as well as the Department of Public Works’ Tara Puzin,
P.E., and Zak Bradley, P.E. We would like to thank them for their invaluable support. We would
also like to thank our City Council liaison Dave Snyder and our Planning Commission liaison
Melissa Teates for their guidance and support.
We appreciate the opportunity to serve the growing City of Falls Church by working with citizens
and City staff to improve the safety and effectiveness of transportation in and around the City.
2020 was a year of upheaval, but the CACT was able to meet 7 times during the year. A summary
of the committee’s work follows.
Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program
The CACT continued to assist staff in implementing the Neighborhood Traffic Calming (NTC)
program. Public interest in the program remains high and numerous projects are underway or
recently completed.
Neighborhood Sidewalk Program
The CACT began discussions of guiding principles for a citizen-led neighborhood sidewalk
program that would prioritize requests based on a scoring and prioritization system that takes
into account buildability, equity, connectivity, safety, tree preservation and neighborhood
support. The committee looks forward to collaborating with staff on developing a proposal for
this program for Council review.
Tactical Urbanism
CACT member Paul Baldino researched how local jurisdictions are using tactical urbanism and
developed a memo with recommendations for how tactical urbanism (TU) methods and

materials could be incorporated into the Neighborhood Traffic Calming program. This memo
was unanimously approved by the CACT and shared with Council.
Crash data
CACT member Paul Baldino compiled data on crashes in the City of Falls Church by using the
Virginia DMV’s Traffic Records Electronic Data System. Member Baldino also contacted City
officer Captain Rau to inquire if additional crash data was available and Captain Rau provided
additional data on non-reportable crashes. This data is useful to the committee’s understanding
of crash “hot spots” in the City.
Development plan review
The CACT continued to stay engaged with plans for two major development projects: West Falls
Church and Broad and Washington. The committee provided questions and comments on the
West Falls Church SEE and the revised Broad & Washington proposal focused on pedestrian
facilities, amenities for cyclists, site circulation and traffic calming.
Other projects
The CACT received presentations from NOVA Parks staff on the progress of the W&OD dual
trail project and City staff on LED streetlight replacements.
2021 Goals
Administer, evaluate and refine the Neighborhood Traffic Calming program
Meet with the Environmental Sustainability Council to discuss ways to promote walking
and biking
 Work with City staff to develop a Neighborhood Sidewalk Program
 Develop Vision Zero policy



Jeffrey Sikes
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Andrew Young <youngand@gmail.com>
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 7:48 PM
Dave Gustalson
Kate Walker; Jeffrey Sikes; Stacey Evers
Re: FYI: CACT/ESC joint meeting

Attention: External E-mail

—

regardless if the sender is known DO NOT open any attachments or links unless

Lyou are expecting them from the sender
Hi Dave

-

My vote would be to press forward with a meeting in February to get the conversation started. The ESC
meeting would be at our regularly scheduled time on Thursday 2/18 at 7:30pm. I agree it makes sense to get
started discussing how to create/promote safe corridors for biking/walking to school. We can make that our
starting point and potentially expand from there.
Looking forward to working with you on this again!
Thanks,
Andy
On Tue, Jan 5, 2021 at 9:49 AM Dave Gustafson <davegustafsongmail.com> wrote:
Hi Andy,
Thank you for assembling a great list of topics for us to explore! Here are a few more suggested topics that fall
mostly in the educational opportunity bucket:

• Cyclist behavior (aggressive riding on shared trails, blowing through stop signs)
• Driver behavior (stopping at bike trail crossings, providing adequate space to cyclists sharing roads)
• Educational outreach outlets (News-Press articles and public service announcement ads, Tysons
Reporter, social media, focus on falls Church newsletters, community groups)
• Planning for an even-more-more dense City (our population is up at least 40% in 20 years)
• Winter/nighttime safety for cyclists
• Next steps for Dual Trails, Dual Trails street crossings, new bike bridge

As you mentioned, we learned in the last few weeks that the CACT is losing four of its seven members in short
order with Andrea getting called up to the Planning Commission and three other busy members not planning to
renew when their terms expire at the end of January (though some of them may be willing to stick around until
their successors are in place, which is allowed under City code).
As for a joint meeting, I could see two ways we could proceed: The remaining CACT members attend an ESC
meeting in February to get the conversation started (and then CACT would hold its usual monthly meeting), or
we wait until March when CACT is likelier to be closer to a full roster, as Jeff mentioned. I’m good either way.
I’m sorry that some sudden significant changes on our end are throwing a wrench in things.
1

With many Falls Church kids returning to school in the coming weeks, it might be good to start discussing how
to create/promote safe corridors for biking/walking to school, especially when so many more parents will be
opting to drive their kids instead of using the bus.
Many thanks and happy New Year,
Dave
On fri, Jan 1, 2021 at 3:40 PM Andrew Young <youngand@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Kate, Jeffrey, and Dave
For city staff participation at the proposed February ESC/CACT meeting, I was hoping to hear from City
Staff on current thoughts regarding the bicycle infrastructure in the City and what we might be able to do to
better promote and make safe the expanded use of bicycles for kids going to school in the spring (socially
distant form of transportation). How do we create pathways across the city to make bicycling for kids and
families safer and easier?
Falls Church was recently awarded some grant money for a couple projects that could help, so hearing a little
more about those could be a topic to focus on.
Dependent on member interest at the February session, the following topics are areas the ESC and CACT
could work on in 2021:

•
•
•
•
•

Improving bicycle infrastructure (e.g. bike lanes, bicycle parking)
Educational opportunities (e.g. learn to ride events, promoting cycling as a green activity)
Community biking events (e.g. family rides, open streets, cyclovia?)
Potential partners for promoting bicycling (e.g. bicycle shops, FABB, WABA?)
Topic ideas for a larger community forum on bicycling to be held in May/June

Kate found an idea for a speaker from Alexandria we could invite as well to see what they’ve done to promote
bicycle use in a city with infrastructure similar to our own.
My push for February was to get the ball rolling on some things before spring, but based on Jeffs
email below, I’ll need to defer to Dave and Jeff on whether a February meeting will work for the CACT given
its current state of membership. Maybe the push on making bicycling to school a safer and more viable
alternative for our kids would be a good way to drum up interest. Please let me know what you guys would
like to do.
Happy New Year!
Andy
On Wed, Dec 23, 2020 at 2:32 PM Kate Walker <kwalker(fal1schurchva.gov> wrote:

from: Jeffrey Sikes <isikes(âfa1lschurchva.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 12:56 PM
2

To: Kate Walker <kwalker(àfallschurchva.gov>
Subject: RE: CACT/ESC joint meeting

Hi Kate,

The CACT is going through a transformation of membership. We have 4 members who do not want to be
reappointed or are going to join a new commission. Dave Gustafason will be elevated to chair and Andrea
will join the PC. I am not aware of any replacements that have been nominated to replace the old members.

I do not know how many members we will have in February to hold a joint meeting, however I feel confident
we would have all slots filled by March. What is the purpose of the meeting and what does the ESC want to
achieve?

Thanks for your help this past year with NTC mailings and other tasks. Have a great holiday.

Jeff Sikes

From: Kate Walker <kwalkerc4fallschurchva. gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2020 11:12 AM
To: Paul Stoddard <PStoddard(ai,fallschurchva.gov>; Zak Bradley <zbradley@fallschurchva.gov>; Mary \,
Chief (FCPD) <mgavin,fallschurchva.gov>
Cc: Jeffrey $ikes <jsikes@fallschurchva.gov>
Subject: CACT/ESC joint meeting

CACT and ESC are considering a joint meeting on the topic of cycling in Falls Church, probably on 0th
February (21d Wednesday) at 7 p.m. They have asked if staff from CPEDS, DPW and Public Safety could
join the discussion. We haven’t yet finalized the agenda, so perhaps we won’t need someone from each
department, but could you ask the appropriate member of your staff to put a place-marker on their calendar,
if they’re willing to join us?

Thanks, and happy holidays.

3

Draft CACT recommendations for promoting racial equity in transportation
(Notes from December 2020 meeting)
-

-

-

Ensure City programs address needs of communities that may not have the resources or
time to advocate for themselves.
Enhance safety and convenience of transit in the City by:
o installing new bus shelters and enhancing existing shelters
o advocating for a quality bus network that provides safe, frequent service within
and through the City
o advocating for fareless transit for people who cannot afford to pay
Enhance safety and convenience of pedestrian and cycling facilities in the City by:
o completing sidewalk “missing links”
o improving street lighting
o installing bicycle facilities
o establishing a Vision Zero policy
Review City street names to identify the person being honored

Green-ing Lincoln Ave:
A Proposal to Improve Quality of Life
Through Better Urban Design
Tools:
- Trees and more trees
- Marked crosswalks
Expected Outcomes
- Improved look of neighborhood
- Cooler summer air temperatures
- Improved storm-water management
- Increased pedestrian accessibility
- Safer/slower auto-speeds

Lincoln Avenue today
- designed for high-speed automobile travel
- limited pedestrian accessibility and misses
opportunities for storm-water management

Examples From Other Places

N George Mason Dr in Arlington, VA
- Tree-lined median
- Frequent lighting
- Large, high visibility crosswalks
- Curb extensions
- Bike lanes

MacArthur Blvd in Washington, DC
- Tree-lined median
- On-street parking
- High visibility crosswalks

Project Approach
1. Median – Install a treeplanted median
2. Street Trees – Install
strategically placed street
trees in parking lane while
preserving on-street parking
and view of adjacent homes
3. Crosswalks – Install marked
crosswalks to increase access
to existing sidewalk
4. Travel Lanes – maintain
existing travel lanes and
widths

Mapping Things Out

Tree-lined median
add 43 Trees and
13,000 Sq ft of
tree canopy at
maturity
23 Street trees at
property
boundaries
maintain parallel
parking and slow
auto speeds

6 New crosswalks
connect residents
to existing
sidewalk along
south side of
Lincoln Ave

Putting Things in Perspective
Parking maintained in front of homes

Width of existing travel lanes
maintained

Median breaks at intersections allow
for turning movements and home
access via ‘U’ turns while maximizing
number of trees

Designing for Pedestrians
High visibility crosswalks improve
access to existing sidewalk along south
edge of roadway

A Greener Design
Motorists experience a tree-lined
boulevard

Tree planters do not block storm-water
flows and could be designed to detain
and treat storm-water

Green-ing Lincoln Ave:
Revisiting Project Goals
Tools:
- Trees and more trees
- Marked crosswalks
Expected Outcomes
- Improved look of neighborhood
- Cooler summer air temperatures
- Improved storm-water management
- Increased pedestrian accessibility
- Safer/slower auto-speeds

Lincoln Avenue today
- designed for high-speed automobile travel
- limited pedestrian accessibility and misses
opportunities for storm-water management

Beginning July 1st, 2020, it will be illegal to hold a
handheld personal communications device (e.g., a smart
phone) while driving a moving motor vehicle on the
highways in Virginia. The new law will not be effective
until January 1 st, 2021, to allow for educating the public
about its provisions.
There Are Some Exceptions
1. The operator of any emergency vehicle while he is engaged in the
performance of his official duties;
2. An operator who is lawfully parked or stopped;
3. Any person using a handheld personal communications device to report an
emergency;
4. The use of an amateur or a citizens band radio; or
5. The operator of any Department of Transportation vehicle or vehicle operated
pursuant to the Department of Transportation safety service patrol program or
pursuant to a contract with the Department of Transportation for, or that
includes, traffic incident management services as defined in subsection B of §
46.2-920.1 during the performance of traffic incident management services.
Violating the law is punishable, for a first offense, by a fine of $125 and, for a
second or subsequent offense, by a fine of $250. Breaking the law in a highway
work zone is punishable by a mandatory $250 fine.

Why Distracted Driving is a Problem


The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration identified distracted driving
as “a crisis that needs to be addressed now.”



Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety found Virginia to be one of 11 states
considered “dangerously behind” in driving safety laws.



80% of all crashes and 65% of all near crashes involve driver inattention within 3
seconds of the crash. (Virginia Tech)



Virginia drivers observed in a 2018 Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
roadside survey were 57% more likely to be manipulating a cellphone than
drivers in a 2014 survey.



Texting (in essence manipulating a phone) while driving increases your crash
risk by 2300%, because it involves all THREE kinds of distraction – manual,
visual and cognitive. It is by far the most egregious form of distracted driving.



In a Liberty Mutual survey, 80% of teens reported that they viewed APP use
while driving as “not distracting.” (Liberty Mutual Research Institute for Safety)



Motorists with smart phones use hand-held devices in 88 out of every 100 trips.
Therefore, Zendrive estimates that there are about 600 million trips involving
distracted driving in the US every day. (Zendrive)



Virginia DMV:
o

15% of all fatal crashes were distraction-related in 2018. This number is
likely understated as distraction is sometimes difficult to measure in the
event of a fatality.

o

Total distracted driving fatalities, top jurisdictions (starting with worst):
Prince William County, Fairfax County, Fauquier County, Hanover County,
Spotsylvania County, Stafford County, Richmond City, Chesapeake City,
Virginia Beach City

o

Per Capita distracted driving fatalities, top jurisdictions (starting with
worst): Nottoway County, Brunswick County, Page County, King and
Queen County, Rockbridge County, Charles City County, Greensville
County, Goochland County, Caroline County, Prince George County

o

Total distracted driving injury crashes, top jurisdictions (starting with
worst): Fairfax County, Prince William County, Virginia Beach City,
Hampton City, Newport News City, Loudoun County, Richmond City,
Henrico County, Chesterfield County, Chesapeake City

o

Per capita distracted driving injury crashes, top jurisdictions (starting with
worst): Emporia City, Greensville County, Fredericksburg City, Petersburg
City, Hampton City, Lynchburg City, Montgomery County, Hopewell City,
Newport News City, Tazewell County

F.A.Q
Q: If it’s illegal to hold a phone while driving, why do I see people doing it all
the time? Why aren’t the police stopping drivers?
A: The new law becomes effective January 1 st, 2021, to allow an education period
for drivers to learn about the law. After the effective date, police will begin enforcing
the law.
Q: How will drivers learn about the new law?

A: This web page is part of the answer. The General Assembly mandated that traffic
safety organizations like DRIVE SMART Virginia shall develop and provide
educational materials to the public regarding the provisions of this act prior to its
effective date. Messaging through social and digital media, publications, news
stories and columns, and public service announcements will carry educational
messaging.
Q: Can I hold my cellphone in my hand while driving?
A: It is illegal for a driver to operate a motor vehicle while holding a cellphone or
mobile device.
Q: Can I talk on my cellphone while driving?
A: Yes. But you may not hold the phone.
Q: What strategies have been adopted to ensure that the law will be fairly
enforced?
A:


The Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police and DRIVE SMART Virginia shall
create training and educational materials on the implementation and
enforcement of this act to be made available to law-enforcement agencies.



DRIVE SMART Virginia and other traffic safety organizations shall develop
and provide educational materials to the public regarding the provisions of
this act prior to its effective date.



The Chairmen of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary and the House
Committee for Courts of Justice shall annually request the Office of the
Executive Secretary to report all of the citations issued pursuant to the
provisions of this act and, to the extent available, the relevant demographic
characteristics of those persons issued a citation.

To order FREE* educational materials related to the new handheld device law,
visit our online store.
*Virginia residents only
From: https://www.drivesmartva.org/current-projects/phone-down-its-the-law/

PUBLIC NOTICE
2021 Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation Virtual Meetings
www.fallschurchva.gov/CACT
Second Wednesday at 7:00 PM
The following virtual meetings of the Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation are
scheduled to be held the pursuant to and in compliance with the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act, Section 2.2-3708.2 and state and local legislation adopted to allow for continued government
operation during the COVID-19 declared emergency. Public comment will be accepted via email at
jsikes@fallschurchva.gov. Visit www.fallschurchva.gov/CACT for additional details, including a
link to the meeting agenda.
January 13
July 14
February 18 Joint meeting with the ESC

August 11

March 10

September 8

April 14

October 13

May 12

November 10

June 9

December 8
PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS NOTICE
POSTED: 01/08/2021

For more information, contact Jeff Sikes at (703) 248-5296.
The City of Falls Church is committed to the letter and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act. To request a
reasonable accommodation for any type of disability call (703) 248- 5027, (TTY 711).

