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Vision & Goals



Enhance
transportation
connections
and
accessibility. Incorporate safe, frequent pedestrian
crossings and improve multimodal connections to
the metro station and other areas of the City.
Incorporate wayfinding to and from the West End
and other key destinations in the City.



Ensure utility and infrastructure planning meets the
current and future demands of the City’s residents
and
businesses.
Incorporate
innovative,
environmentally sustainable, and climate-resilient
strategies and increase tree-canopy coverage.



Incorporate publicly accessible parks and open
space areas into redevelopment that connect to
nearby parks outside of the planning area.

Vision
With the Comprehensive Plan as guidance, this plan uses
the
following
vision
statement
for
developing
recommendations and future scenarios for this area:
The West End is a vibrant gateway into the City of Falls
Church. Gathering spaces and a mix of uses, including
the Falls Church City Public Schools’ campus, immerse
residents and visitors in a welcoming and inclusive
community. Continuing investment builds upon activity
already underway and supports the area’s economic
vitality, enhances safety and multimodal transportation
connections, and affirms the City’s commitment as an
urban environmental sustainability and resilience
leader.

Goals
To achieve that vision, this plan establishes the following
goals for investment in the area:
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Provide a guide for the coordinated redevelopment
of the City’s West End that establishes a
live/work/play/learn
community.
Promote
redevelopment that incorporates vibrant retail, Class
A office space, light industrial, and a diverse supply
of housing that supports a range of incomes.



Encourage quality urban design that creates an
attractive gateway into the City, supports efficient
land development, and builds upon a sense of place
through consistent streetscape and materials,
walkable neighborhoods, and community spaces.

The following subsections provide discussion of key
concepts that support the Plan’s vision and goals. Each
subsection corresponds to a subsequent chapter of the Plan
that provides additional details and guidance.

Key Concepts
The “West End”
Together the School-Related Parcels, the Gordon Triangle,
and the West End POAs create an exciting section of the
City, known as the “West End.” The construction of the new
George Mason High School, the West Falls Church
Economic Development Project (9.45 acre site) and nearby
Founders Row development are spurring revitalization in
surrounding areas. Planned redevelopment of Virginia
Tech’s campus and the West Falls Church Metro highlight
the economic potential of this area and create the
opportunity for a larger mixed-use development.
As investment in the POAs continues, it is important to
consider how the West End can become a new destination
that not only draws in regional interest but becomes a place
that people want to repeatedly visit.
Creating a Vibrant Destination
A vibrant destination should offer diverse amenities to build
experiential depth, intriguing visitors to return and explore.
Modern activity centers are expected to include a number of
services and amenities such as restaurants, bars,
breweries, retail, public spaces, and programmed
community events. Pairing the West Falls Church Metro with
vibrant retail, unique attractions, housing, and office space
can support a live/work/play/learn environment.

Connectivity Concept Map

Creating an Inclusive Community
Creating a successful live/work/play/learn environment
requires a variety of housing types and price points to draw
people to the area and support an inclusive community.
Redevelopment of the City’s West End presents a unique
opportunity to provide a range of affordable housing options
Co-location of affordable housing located above a fire station in Alexandria,
VA.
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in a well-connected, transit-oriented community. As the area
redevelops, opportunities to co-locate affordable units with
future community facilities and partner with other entities to
incorporate affordable housing into projects should be
explored.
Celebrate the Old, Imagine the New
Building upon the City’s heritage and considering local and
regional needs can help to create a successful destination.
The area should consider building designs that referance
back to past industrial buildings and uses. The W&OD trail,
used by walkers, joggers, cyclists, and commuters, was
once a historic railway and is a great example of an existing
feature that could be celebrated. The City’s history could be
integrated into a modern design which builds upon the
existing trail. One possibility is to create a park parallel to
the trail which tells the history of the railway while offering
inviting restaurants and amenities for those entering or
exiting the trail.

The Indianapolis Cultural Trail: how bike trails and cities can positively interact

The West End is already home to the City’s only middle
school and high school. This area provides a unique
opportunity to build upon the connection to the City’s
Schools. In addition to strengthening the area as an
academic center, there are also opportunities to celebrate
the Schools’ sports programs, creating a stage for the
community to come together and host visitors.
Future redevelopment provides numerous opportunities to
incorporate a mixture of new uses and unique attractions.
For example, a food hall could be a major draw providing a
variety of food, drinks, and opportunities for community
interaction. Something similar to the successful Eastern or
Union Markets in DC and tailored to the City’s scale and
aesthetics could be viable. This may also provide an
opportunity to showcase some of the City’s famous
Vietnamese cuisine from the Eden Center.
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Union Market – Washington D.C.

Quality Urban Design that Builds Upon a
Sense of Place
The City of Falls Church is a unique place in the heart of
Northern Virginia. The City has always prided itself on urban
design – both in the design of its streets, such as tree-lined
Broad Street, and the cohesive design of its accenting
features such as its red brick sidewalks, peaked roofed bus
stops, green bicycle racks, and colonial lampposts.
Walkable Neighborhood
A pedestrian scaled urban framework is an important first
step to enhancing urban design. Street grid connectivity and
accessibility between the three POA parcels is currently a
challenge with Route 7 and Haycock functioning more as an
obstacle than a link. Block lengths range from 600 feet to
over 1,000 feet (by comparison Downtown Falls Church is
300-400 feet). Large seas of parking lots separate buildings
from the sidewalk network further creating an obstacle for
pedestrians.
The area would benefit from a new street grid which focuses
on smaller, walkable blocks. This could be created through
additional interior streets, enhanced connectivity across
major roads to adjacent sites, and locating buildings closer
to the sidewalk. Prioritization of paths leading to regional
transit connections such as the W&OD Trail, West Falls
Church Metro, and Metrobus stops is also critical to creating
a multimodal community.
A pedestrian-oriented urban framework is not a guarantee
to a successful space, but it can help a place to flourish
through the creation of smaller, interconnected experiences.

Comparison of block size and breakup between Phoenix, AZ (top) and
Savannah, GA (bottom).
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Wide, tree-lined sidewalks; pedestrian-scaled lighting;
shaded places for stopping and sitting; public art;
landscaping; and opportunities for sidewalk dining are all
simple streetscape features which help to elevate a place in
the minds of local residents and visitors. Placement of
flexible spaces for gathering, such as plazas and urban
parks, should be considered early on in the redevelopment
process.
Consistent Materials and Streetscape
In 2017, the City adopted updated streetscape standards for
commercial streets. The standards include details for street
furniture, cross sections, crosswalk materials, and
frequency of crosswalks. As a whole, the standards call for
wide, tree-lined sidewalks with opportunities for sidewalk
dining mixed with pedestrian amenities.
All of the features and characteristics listed above
accumulate to establish a theme and familiar pattern adding
to a community’s identity and sense of place. Serving as the
western gateway into the City, these three POAs have the
opportunity to convey a unified welcoming message and
sense of arrival into Falls Church.

Example of experiential design features.
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Multimodal Connectivity and Accessibility
The West End has the opportunity to serve as an important
transportation hub where many transportation modes come
together, including rail, bus, auto, bike, and pedestrian.
Transportation investments should strengthen regional
transportation links and increase safety and accessibility for
all travelers.
Safe Connections and Amenities
The City’s West End should build upon existing connections
to Washington, D.C., and the Northern Virginia region and
strive to be an adaptable, welcoming transportation hub for
those who live in or visit Falls Church. The ease at which
people are able to safely circulate throughout the area and
transfer from one mode of travel to another is essential to
encouraging longer visits and returns. Frequent pedestrian
crossings are needed to make the area more pedestrianfriendly.

Cady’s Alley in Georgetown, Washington D.C.

Other amenities can also help to enhance circulation and
accessibility throughout the area. Quality streetscape
including tree-lined sidewalks and shaded benches
enhance the pedestrian experience and encourage people
to walk. Shared parking garages promote the opportunity for
visitors to park once and visit multiple destinations or spend
a few hours exploring the area.
Bikeshare
The City’s 2019 launch of the regional Capital Bikeshare
system has enhanced connections with adjoining
jurisdictions and strengthened the utility of the W&OD Trail.
There is currently one bikeshare location in the study area
located near the intersection of Haycock Road & Leesburg
Pike. Another bikeshare station is located just outside the

Rendered Vision for Bus Rapid Transit Lanes in Detroit, MI
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City at the West Falls Church metro station. Additional
bikeshare stations throughout the West End would make it
more convenient to use.
Bus Rapid Transit
The positioning of the study area along Route 7 makes it a
good candidate for a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system. A
BRT would provide more efficient circulation throughout the
West End and the City as a whole. Through the Northern
Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC) Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC), the City along with Fairfax
County, Arlington County, and the City of Alexandria has
participated in the Phase I, Phase II, and Phase III studies
for a Route 7 BRT. A future Phase IV study will provide
additional engineering details and guidance for
construction.
Greenways & Landscaped Streets
Greenways are vegetated linear corridors that enhance
connectivity and provide pathways for walking and bicycling.
Redevelopment within the Gordon Road Triangle could
enhance connections to the W&OD Trail and other nearby
parks, creating a more permeable edge that invites people
into the site.

Potential Concept to Connect Development with W&OD Trail

Landscaped streets help to enhance the pedestrian
experience through street trees that provide shade and
plantings that provide visual interest. Redevelopment
should incorporate green landscaping into street design to
create more enjoyable surroundings for walking.

Example of landscaped street in Shirlington (Arlington, VA)
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Community Building Blocks
Utilities and the natural environmental are building blocks of
any community. Having the right infrastructure to build upon
is critical to achieving the vision and goals of this plan.
Stormwater
The City’s West End is largely covered by impervious
surfaces, such as surface parking lots, building rooftops,
roadways, and sidewalks. Redevelopment of this area
provides the opportunity to improve stormwater
management. For example, expanding tree canopy and
incorporating parks and open space areas will help to
absorb stormwater runoff. Where possible, redevelopment
should emphasize green infrastructure (rain gardens, green
roofs, permeable pavement, etc.) over grey infrastructure
(underground vaults, curbs, gutters, pipes, etc.).

Sanitary Sewer
Improvements to the City’s sanitary sewer will need to be
made in order to accommodate future development in the
City’s West End and projections for future City population
growth and employment (see Chapter 2 of the City’s
Comprehensive Plan for more information). The City should
continue to evaluate needed improvements to the sewer
system and work with developers to ensure adequate
sanitary sewer capacity is available.
Utility Undergrounding
Overhead utility lines should be undergrounded where
possible. Some of the existing power, telephone, and cable
lines within the study area are located on wooden utility
poles which are not aesthetically pleasing, block visibility,
impede pedestrian movement, and create conflicts with
street tree growth.
City Property Yard
The City Property Yard provides the storage and
workspaces needed to support many City services. The
Property Yard covers approximately 5.5 acres and is in need
of redevelopment. A public-private partnership could
support the needed investment and make better use of the
land area. Redesign of the property yard could include
ground-level space to support City operations with upper
floors available for office or community uses.

Use of green infrastructure to manage stormwater

Climate Resilience and Sustainability
New buildings should be “Net-Zero Energy Ready” to
ensure new development is resilient to the effects of climate
change and to meet the City’s greenhouse gas emissions
reduction goals. Buildings meeting these standards are
designed to maximize energy efficiency so that the
introduction of a renewable energy system can offset all or
most annual energy consumption. Encouraging this building
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practice would allow future West End redevelopment to
quickly adapt to new renewable inputs, helping to push
buildings to 100% net zero energy consumption.
Innovative architectural and design solutions that reduce the
use of fossil fuels should be incorporated in development.
These include window shading, and high efficiency lighting,
heating, and cooling systems. Local generation, storage,
and use of renewable energy should also be incorporated.
Solar and geothermal energy generation are both viable and
practical options in the Washington D.C. region.

Urban farms
Urban farming is an important source of local food
production that helps to build a healthy community. Urban
agriculture can take a variety of forms including rooftop
gardens, vertical gardens, and community gardens.
Redevelopment should consider innovative strategies to
incorporate community gardens and urban farms.

Vehicle-to-grid technology such as that currently being
tested by Dominion Energy Virginia, and other energy
storage should also be addressed, to maximize resilience
and allow optimal electric grid utilization.
Dominion Smart Cities
Dominion Energy Virginia is investing in smart meter
technology in the Commonwealth. Deployment of smart
meters will help Dominion to provide better service through
power outage detection and remote meter readings. The
smart meters would also have other monitoring capabilities
including flood detection, air quality, smart parking, and
traffic counts. The City should continue to work with
Dominion Energy Virginia as this initiative is rolled out.

Rooftop urban farm

Urban forest
Trees are a defining feature of the City; however, the City’s
West End has sparse tree canopy coverage. In addition to
distinguishing the City from surrounding areas, trees also
provide a host of benefits including shade, comfort, and
enhanced air and water quality. Redevelopment should
expand existing tree canopy coverage.

Tree-lined West Broad Street
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Public Gathering Spaces That Create
Opportunities for Community Activities
The City’s West End is almost completely covered with
impervious surfaces and lacks gathering spaces. Public
gathering spaces provide places to meet, celebrate, and
enjoy the outdoors. In urban environments, these places
often take the form of plazas, parks, promenades, and
pedestrian-oriented streets.
Redevelopment of this area provides the opportunity to
incorporate spaces for recreation and relaxation. To be
successful, adequate land needs to be set aside early on
in the redevelopment process. Lot consolidation and
coordinated redevelopment can provide the needed space
to create gathering areas with room for amenities.

Pentagon Row – Arlington, VA

City parks and gathering spaces need to include several
key components, including: a mix of sun, shade, and
shelter, places to sit, public art and elements that create a
sense of place, and flexible space for programmed events
and uses throughout the year. Other elements such as
water fountains and hand sanitizing stations should also
be considered. Most importantly, these spaces need to be
convenient for people to access and should be located in
proximity to restaurants and food service.
Plazas
Plazas are gathering spaces which typically are furnished
with benches, tables, and landscaping. Plazas typically
incorporate public art, fountains, or other unique features
that instill a sense of place and attract visitors. Such
places create opportunities for socializing and relaxation.
Flexible amenities such as moveable chairs and tables
can provide people with the ability to adapt the space to
their needs.

Pentagon Row (winter use) - Arlington, VA
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Central Green Spaces & Promenades
Redevelopment should incorporate central linear green
spaces to host large events and create opportunities for
active recreational activities. Linear pathways or
promenades should also be incorporated to accommodate
pedestrian through-traffic. Design of these spaces should
be flexible, support a variety of activities, and link to nearby
parks.
Pocket Parks
Redevelopment in the City’s West End presents the
opportunity to incorporate pocket parks which are small
open spaces located between buildings or along streets.
Such areas create spaces to rest, provide meeting places,
and integrate green spaces into the urban landscape.
Streets as Public Spaces
Streets can serve as destinations in themselves rather than
simply a means to get from one point to another. To be a
successful public space, streets should have lower speed
limits and wide sidewalks which make pedestrians feel safe
and create an inviting place to visit, relax, and socialize.

Rendering of the Commons (West Falls Church Economic Development Project)

Rooftop Terraces
The City’s West End also provides the opportunity to rethink
how to maximize usable land area. Creating usable rooftop
terraces is one way to overcome a site’s spatial constraints.
Rooftop terraces provide an excellent way to create
gathering spaces and bring life outside. Rooftop terraces
can supplement other types of gathering spaces, and
design preference should be given to spaces that are
publicly accessible.

King Street in Old Town, Alexandria: Example of a street serving as a
successful public space.
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