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Overview
Transportation is a key component of everyday life. The
places it connects people to and how safe, predictable, and
reliable it is affects community quality of life. Transportation
costs are also the second largest household expense after
housing. It is for these reasons that sustainable, connected,
and integrated transportation is fundamental to sustained
success and livability of the city.

Transportation Impacts
Transportation not only impacts the way people move in a
city and access day-to-day needs but also has a significant
impact on the shape of communities. The transportation
network’s design directly affects how people use it. Streets
designed with the sole purpose of moving vehicles – with
wide travel lanes and no sidewalks – will only attract more
cars and the land uses that serve those needs. On the other
hand, transportation networks designed to serve people –
with bike facilities, wide sidewalks, and other pedestrian
accommodations – will attract more pedestrians and
bicyclists and support active, livable communities. The
transportation network should both inform and respond to
the surrounding context, and provide safe accommodations
for all users.
In order to achieve the vision and goals of this Plan, it is
important to focus on enhancing pedestrian, bicycle, and
transit access throughout the West End.

Example of a well-balanced multi-modal street.
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Mode Share
Travel in Falls Church already includes walking, bicycling,
and transit use, as well as driving. The current mode split
between different modes of travel, for commute trips
originating in the city differs fairly significantly from the mode
split for all daily trips – trips to work, the gym, the store, to
visit friends, etc. – demonstrated by data from the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
(MWCOG). A 2014 MWCOG travel study noted that 86% of
all trips were made by car and Census data for 2015 shows
that 65% of commute trips are in a car. This data indicates
that a significant number of trips are taken by car.
Based upon population projections and forecasted travel
increases, MWCOG expects the demand for travel is
expected to increase by approximately 9 percent through
2030. To meet that demand, the City will need to increase
mode share of non-auto trips from 14 percent to at least 21
percent.
Investment in transportation should consider pedestrians
and cyclists foremost, followed by public transit, and
automobiles. This hierarchy also is cost effective allowing
the greatest value of improvements to be seen by those
which will have the largest impact.

Prioritizing pedestrians first creates safer, more enjoyable cities and is
more cost effective than maintaining large roadways.
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Making Connections
Direct pedestrian and bicycle, connections to the West Falls
Church Metro Station will be instrumental in creating a
Transit Oriented Development. Enhanced pedestrian and
bicycle connections between the POAs and nearby
properties in the City, including Founders Row and the
W&OD trail, will help to connect this area to the rest of the
City and allow safe passage for students walking to and
from the high school and middle school.
In June 2018, the City received a $15.7 million grant from
the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) to
improve crossing from sites connecting to POA 8. The
project details installation and synchronization of four traffic
signals and crosswalks including a high-intensity activated
crosswalk (HAWK) pedestrian signal on Haycock Road;
widening existing sidewalks; relocating and undergrounding
utilities; and installing lighting and trees along Haycock
Road and Route 7.
In July 2020, the City received a $6.9 million grant from
NVTA to improve multimodal connections along Shreve
Road between the W&OD Trail and West Broad Street. The
project scope includes a new 10 foot wide multi-use path
and 6 foot planting strip; acorn style lights; a crosswalk near
the intersection of Shreve Road and Gordon Road; and new
benches near the entrance to the trail. This project will better
connect ongoing and future development near the West
Falls Church Metro Station and the western part of the City.
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West Falls Church NVTA Grant Improvements

Conceptual new street network which creates increased connectivity to the W&OD Trail and West Falls Church Metro while also creating stronger
connections between the three sites.
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Transportation Modes
Pedestrian
Sidewalks are generally present on both sides of the street
throughout the area, however sidewalk conditions and
walking experiences vary. Pedestrian accessibility in the
POA is limited by narrow existing sidewalks, sidewalk
obstructions, long block distances, and a lack of mid-block
crossings uniform streetscape. In addition, large seas of
parking lots generally separate retail locations from the
existing sidewalk network creating further difficulties for
pedestrian access.
Sidewalk Widths
To create a vibrant, pedestrian and bike-friendly area, wider
sidewalks than are called for in the City’s Streetscape
Design Standards may be needed (See Chapter 5 for more
discussion on recommended streetscape design).
Additional sidewalk space should be allocated for street
trees, café seating, and other amenities (benches, trash and
recycle bins, bike racks, etc.). Currently within the City’s
West End, sidewalks do not meet the City’s Streetscape
Design Standards.
Strategy: Sidewalks in the area should be widened,
especially along West Broad Street to anticipate potential
future redevelopment (See Chapter 5 for more discussion
on recommended streetscape design).
Sidewalk Obstructions
Many sidewalks in the area are obstructed by utility poles,
street lights, redundant signage, and other infrastructure.
These obstructions reduce sidewalk width and, in some
cases, conflict with ADA requirements.
Strategy: Remove or relocate sidewalk obstructions.
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Frequent opportunities to cross the street on marked crosswalks create a
strong pedestrian presence on the street (New Brunswick, NJ).

Safe Crossings and Connectivity
Best practices in pedestrian planning call for safe crossings
every 300 to 400 feet. Currently, pedestrian crossings along
West Broad Street are separated by as much as 2,640 feet
(more than 6 times the recommended distance).
Strategy: Provide additional pedestrian crossings so that
there are safe crossings every 300 to 400 feet. This could
include crossings at intersection and midblock crossings.
Strategy: Construct landscaped medians to bridge the gap
and provide safer, less intimidating crossings.
Strategy: Reduce lane widths on West Broad to 11 feet.
Strategy: Remove center turn lane on West Broad Street,
use excess space for a crossing median, on-street parking,
or bicycle lane.
Strategy: As redevelopment occurs, ensure sites have
internal pedestrian connectivity as well as connections to
the rest of the City.

Intersection Geometry
Intersections and crossings are high risk areas for
pedestrians. Reducing the distance of crossings while
increasing visibility of pedestrians to motorists is key to
better safety.
Strategy: Incorporate curb extensions into intersections with
on-street parking to prevent people from parking too close
to intersections. This increases pedestrian visibility and
shortens the distance pedestrians need to cross.
Adequate Lighting
The perception of safety is key to creating an inviting
walkable space. Well-lit areas will encourage pedestrians to
walk at night. Lighting should be human-scaled, LED, and
ideally Dark Sky compliant.

Bump outs create safer crossings and can function as areas for additional
seating, wayfinding, or biofiltration.

Strategy: Encourage coordinated lit walking paths
throughout the West End to increase visibility and safety.
Work with Virginia Tech, WMATA, and Fairfax County to
ensure well-lit, safe pedestrian paths connect from the City
up to the West Falls Church Metro station.
Shared Streets
Shared streets, also called woonerfs, are low-speed, lowvolume streets shared by motorists, bicyclists, and
pedestrians. Instead of dividing a street with barriers like
curbs, sidewalks and bike lanes, woonerfs open up the
street allowing multiple uses simultaneously. These shared
streets are designed to allow cars but are not designed for
cars. Woonerfs encourage cars to drive slowly, yielding to
pedestrians and cyclists. This design would work
particularly well for internal commercial streets within the
POAs.

Conceptual example of a woonerf (The Wharf, Washington D.C.)

Strategy: Incorporate woonerfs where appropriate.

6-6

Transit – Metrobus
Buses routes are an important component in the City’s
multimodal goals. Buses are particularly useful during peak
traffic hours as they help to more efficiently transport
commuters on heavily traveled roads compared with singleoccupancy vehicles.
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
BRT systems involve dedicated lanes for buses enabling
them to make stops and move throughout their route without
the issue of automobile congestion. BRT is designed to
provide improved capacity and reliability in comparison to
traditional bus systems.
Strategy: Continue to work with the Northern Virginia
Transportation Commission (NVTC) and neighboring
jurisdictions through the NVTC Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) to evaluate a Route 7 BRT.
Bus Stop Amenities and Bus Shelters
Most stops in the area are marked by a simple pole sign and
there is only one bus shelter in the study area along West
Broad Street. The City’s Bus Stop and Bus Shelter Master
Plan calls for consolidation and enhancement of bus stops
along West Broad Street. Bus stop consolidation will
increase travel speeds for transit riders. Bus stop
enhancements, such as shelters, benches, trash cans,
bicycle racks, and route information brochures will improve
rider comfort and make riding the bus a more attractive
travel choice.
Strategy: Evaluate where bus stop and bus shelter
enhancements are needed throughout the West End.
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Bus Frequency
Bus service in the corridor arrives approximately every 20
minutes during rush hour. During non-peak travel times,
service frequency drops to every 30 minutes. This low level
of service means that travel by bus is not time competitive
with other mode choices. To make bus travel more
competitive, the City’s Mobility for all Modes plan calls for
increasing bus service frequency to 15 minutes throughout
the day.
Strategy: Work with WMATA and other service providers to
provide 15-minute service throughout the day.

Transit – Metrorail
The West End is located near the West Falls Church Metro
Station (Orange Line). The Schools-Related Parcels (POA
8) is less than a 1/4 mile from the station equating to about
a 5-minute walk. Creating a safe, attractive pedestrian
connection to the metro could make the metro station a real
asset to the City’s West End.
Connecting to Metro
Accessibility to and from the metro station will be vital to the
future West End Economic Development project’s early
success. Currently a 0.36-mile informal path through a
parking lot would be the shortest route from the metro
station to the northern edge of the project site. This path to
the metro could be improved with formal wayfinding, wider
sidewalks, and improved street lighting to make the walk
feel comfortable and safe. As shown in the image on the
right, Commons Drive could be extended through the
Virginia Tech property to provide that connection.
Improvements to the existing metro connection may be
necessary in the interim until Commons Drive can be
extended as part of the redevelopment of the Virginia Tech
and WMATA properties.
Strategy: Coordinate with Virginia Tech and WMATA to
establish an improved interim route between WMATA,
Virginia Tech, and the new West End Economic
Development project site.
Strategy: Continue coordination with Fairfax County,
Virginia Tech, and WMATA on the extension of Commons
Drive to the metro station.
December 2019 concept to connect the West Falls Church Economic
Development Project site up to the West Falls Church metro station.
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Bicycle
There are currently no dedicated City bicycle lanes within
the City’s West End, however the W&OD Trail, a major
regional trail, runs adjacent to POA 4. Improvements are
underway to widen the trail along a one-mile segment,
between Little Falls Street and N. West Street, to create
separate cyclist and pedestrian travel lanes. Park Avenue,
which ends near the eastern edge of POA 7, is a designated
bicycle route with shared-lane markings (“sharrows”) and
wayfinding signs that connects to the W&OD Trail. Similar
wayfinding signs and enhanced connectivity of the West
End POA to the trail could make the W&OD Trail an
important bike route in the area.
Bicycle Lanes
The largest barrier to biking is safety and comfort while
cycling on the street. Bicyclist will choose another mode of
transportation, likely an automobile, if the route feels
hurried, stressful, disjointed, or risky due to the proximity
and speed of passing cars.

Shared Path

Strategy: Install better bike facilities throughout the West
End with a preference for shared-use paths and protected
bike lanes over sharrows.
Bicycle Routes
The City’s Bicycle Master Plan, identifies future bicycle
routes throughout the City, several of which run through the
POA. Once completed, the routes will provide better bicycle
access and site connectivity.
George Mason High School and Mary Ellen Henderson
Middle School are within biking distance for many students.
As part of the new high school and West Falls Church
Economic Development Project a cycle track is planned
along Mustang Alley leading to the schools. Creating safe
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Protective Parking

bicycle paths that will connect to that cycle track should be
a key priority.
Strategy: Prioritize a bicycle connection from the W&OD
Trail to the school site. This connection could be made along
the back of the Federal Realty property between Haycock
Road and West End Park.
Strategy: Complete the bicycle routes identified in the City’s
Bicycle Master Plan including the connections to the W&OD
Trail and the schools.
Bike-Share
The City recently installed bike share in the city at 10
locations, only one of which is located in the West End POA.
Strategy: Install additional bike-share stations along the
West Broad Street corridor, the W&OD trail and encourage
future redevelopment to set aside space for permanent bikeshare stations.
Bicycle Parking
A lack of adequate spaces to safely secure bicycles can be
an obstacle to cyclists and may result in some bicycles
being locked in places where they do not belong. Public
bicycle racks that fit with any new streetscape designs can
be used at strategic locations throughout the area to
reinforce bicycle usage along Route 7 and interior POA
streets. A spot to rest along the W&OD trail and the Gordon
Triangle would be an opportune spot to increase bicycle
parking.
Strategy: Place bicycle racks near likely mode shift locations
such as bus stops, W&OD exits, and entrances to walkable
areas.

Short-term and long-term bike parking options.

Strategy: Include both long-term and short-term bike
parking options to meet a variety of user needs.
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Scooters and Dockless Bicycles
The National Capital Region has seen a recent surge in
demand for rentable electric scooters and dockless
bicycles. These rebranded forms of alternative
transportation are supplied by numerous competing private
companies. Electric scooters and dockless bikes provide
affordable, convenient, emission-free mobility which is well
suited for the compact City of Falls Church. Creating
dedicated and protected right-of-way for scooters and
bicycles (docked or dockless) helps to create safer
conditions for using these devices. Additionally, providing
proper parking eliminates another potential barrier to users.
Strategy: Provide designated e-scooters and dockless bike
parking throughout the West End.
Strategy: Build out the bicycle lanes recommended in the
City’s Bicycle Master Plan which can be used for e-scooters
and dockless bikes.
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Designated scooter parking provided in a curb extension.

Automobile
West Broad Street is part of State Route 7, a regional
roadway that runs from Alexandria, VA to Tysons Corner
and beyond. One of the most travelled roadways in the City,
it is designated as a major arterial and is five lanes wide
(including a center turn lane) throughout the commercial
portions of the City, briefly becoming 6-7 lanes (including
turn lanes) within the study area.
Regional Travel Patterns
Redevelopment activity is ongoing or planned in several
areas around the City and West Broad Street is heavily
affected by regional development patterns. Future
development will likely increase travel demand regionally
(including in and through the City). The City is also affected
by freight and truck travel patterns. Truck restrictions on
nearby Route 50 push truck traffic onto Route 7. This
situation is inconsistent with recent development activity
and the goals of this Plan, which envisions West Broad
Street as a more walkable environment in the City.
Strategy: Increase options for non-automotive travel and
create disincentives to automotive travel to mitigate local
automobile travel patterns.
Strategy: Work with regional neighbors and the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT) to reverse existing
truck restrictions so that trucks are permitted on Route 50
and restricted from Broad Street.
Access Management and Curb Cuts
Properties in the area generally have one or more curb cuts.
The frequency of curb cuts disrupts both pedestrian and
automobile traffic.
Strategy: Develop inter-parcel connectivity and shared

parking arrangements to limit the number of times drivers
have to enter and exit individual lots.
West Broad Street
Lane widths along West Broad Street vary, but they are
typically 12 feet wide. Recent research shows that wide
lanes actually decrease safety by encouraging people to
drive faster. Lane widths of 11 to 10 feet have been shown
to reduce the frequency, number, and severity of crashes.
Eleven foot lanes are wide enough to support travel by
buses, emergency vehicles, and trucks.
As demand for travel along West Broad Street increases,
the City may have to explore more space-efficient travel
options. Communities throughout the U.S, have converted
some travel lanes for Bus Rapid Transit, and cycle tracks,
and High Occupancy Vehicle lanes during rush hour. This
temporary conversion allows communities to maintain
accessibility for all travelers while also increasing the
capacity of the road to carry more people.
Strategy: In order to achieve safety benefits at limited travel
cost time and allow for a mix of transit modes, decrease
speed along W. Broad Street to 20-mph which may require
roadway redesign.
Strategy: Synchronize signal timings and signal
progressions to reduce wait times for both motorists and
pedestrians.
Strategy: Explore the use of BRT/HOV/bus only/cycle lanes
during rush hour.
Haycock Road
This plan recommends streetscape enhancements to
Haycock Road to create a successful place that encourages
residents and visitors to walk, bike, and linger. The street
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design and speeds limits on Haycock Road should be
evaluated to balance the safety and needs of all users.

Strategy: Explore opportunities to provide public parking
structures.

Strategy: In order to achieve safety benefits at limited travel
cost time and allow for a mix of transit modes, decrease
speed along Haycock Road to 25-mph when the West Falls
Church Economic Development Project is developed. Note
this may require roadway redesign and coordination with
Fairfax County and VDOT.

Car-share & Ride-share
Car-share services allow vehicles to be rented for single
trips, a day, or even in the form of monthly commuter
subscriptions for work week travel. Zipcar and Car2Go are
two popular models in the metropolitan area.

Strategy: To the extent practicable, encourage reducing the
number of travel lanes on Haycock Road to further narrow
the roadway. A road diet and/or on-street parking during
non-peak travel periods may be appropriate.
Automobile Parking
Currently, automobile parking in the West End largely
consists of private surface parking lots. Shared parking
allows visitors to park once and visit multiple destinations.
Fostering agreements among property owners could
dramatically increase the available parking supply in the
City’s West End.
Strategy: Share parking across sites to reduce the need to
build additional parking spaces.
Strategy: With the area located in close proximity to a metro
station, reductions in parking requirements may be
appropriate. Develop incentives to encourage reductions in
provided parking.
Strategy: Provide both short-term and long-term parking
options. Metered on-street parking can provide frequent
turnover of parked cars, thereby increasing access to area
businesses while structured parking may provide visitors the
flexibility to visit multiple destinations.
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Ride-share services are a popular alternative to reliance on
individual vehicle trips, and in some cases car ownership
entirely, by providing door to door service. Uber and Lyft are
currently two of the most prevalent services.
Strategy: Encourage partnership with car-share services
and dedicate parking for their use.
Strategy: The City should encourage designated pick-up &
drop-off (PUDO) zones.
Planning for Autonomous Vehicles
Autonomous vehicle (AV) technology is expected to
significantly transform the transportation system over the
coming decades. As this technology continues to move
forward, there will be implications for the planning and
design of development and transportation systems on both
the local and regional levels. For example, shared AVs
could result in a significant reduction in private ownership
leading to a reduced need for parking while at the same time
an increased need for pick-up and drop-off areas.
Strategy: Continue to monitor AV technology and market
changes to remain responsive and flexible to infrastructure
needs to support AV use.
Strategy: Continue to evaluate the potential impacts of AVs
and revise land use regulations and design standards as
appropriate.

